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Ms. Irina Bokova
Director-General
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization

7, place de Fontenoy
75352 Paris 07 SP
France

Dear Director-General Bokova:

As the senior Democrat on the Appropriations Subcommittee on State and Foreign Operations
in the United States House of Representatives, | write with deep concern about a pending vote before
UNESCO to accept the membership of the Palestinian Authority.

Following President Abbas’s recent address to the United Nations General Assembly, the
Palestinian Authority has taken steps to seek recognition as a state by the United Nations. This action
would assuredly interfere with the prospects for negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians and
have an impact on one of the most volatile regions of the world. The significance of the Palestinian
Authority’s request, especially related to global security, warrants thorough consideration by the United
Nations Security Council before any other agency of the United Nations considers accepting
membership of the Palestinian Authority.

| have long been a proponent of international engagement and have fought efforts in Congress
to defund the United Nations in recent years because | believe that it has been a positive force for global
security and international cooperation. It is incumbent on every agency affiliated with the United
Nations to do its utmost to foster — not thwart — conditions for peace wherever there is instability
around the world. Toward that end, | urge you and the full Executive Board of UNESCO to cancel the
vote scheduled for later today on Palestinian Authority recognition in your organization.

Sincerely,

Nita M. Lowey
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